
Suggestions for completing the General Audience Abstract 
General Audience Abstract:  a summary of your BNL experience OR a research paper abstract 
While you should touch on each of the following topics, you need not organize them in this sequence. 
DOE format for Abstract for a General Audience 

Checklist of topics you should include in this “abstract,” using the DOE’s suggested format: 
1. Discuss your activities including a definition of the institutional setting (BNL, NSLS, RHIC, etc.); 
2. Highlight accomplishments; 
3. Discuss impact(s) on BNL research of your research ; 
4. Describe relevance of your research activities to DOE program(s) or mission; 
5. Highlight lessons learned; 
6. Discuss the professional growth and development resulting from your appointment. 

NOTE: Write for a broad and largely non-subject matter expert audience (Scientific American audience). 
Alternate format for Abstract for a General Audience using a scientific research paper outline 

1. An introduction that succinctly describes and appropriately connects the subject and context/ 
background to the purpose of the investigation; 

2. A methods section that succinctly identifies the methods used to study the subject of the investigation; 
3. A results section that provides a succinct and specific explanation of what was discovered, 

accomplished, collected or produced; 
4. A conclusion that provides a succinct interpretation of the results and evaluates what the results mean 

to the investigation, or when results were not obtained evaluates what the completion of the 
investigation could mean within a larger field. 

5. Discuss impact(s) on BNL research of your research ; 
6. Describe relevance of your research activities to DOE program(s) or mission; 
7. Highlight lessons learned; 
8. Discuss the professional growth and development resulting from your appointment. 

 

Please use the following format for your abstract’s HEADING: 
TITLE Skip a line and then include your title here, even if it is 

not the final version. Be sure to capitalize ONLY the first 
word; no acronyms. 

AUTHORS Skip a line and then begin with yourself are the first 
author; include your school information. You mentor is 
the last author; include his/her BNL information. See 
program deliverables or writing workshop PDF for more 
information on author format. 

TEXT Skip a line. Indent paragraph, double-space, 12 point 
Times Roman, flush left. Define all acronyms used more 
than once in this abstract. ONE paragraph only. 300 
word limit, excluding title and authors. 

 
For more information concerning the format of this abstract, see www.scienceinterns.com. 
Send your abstract AS AN ATTACHMENT (!)  to abstracts@scienceinterns.com 
Use “Abstract, Draft 1” as the subject and follow the naming convention for all docs: 
LASTNAME_FIRSTINITIAL_deliverabletype (use_underscores_between_each_element) 

http://www.scienceinterns.com/presentations.php
mailto:abstracts@scienceinterns.com

